INFORMATION
FOR PARENTS

IF YOUR FAMILY LIVES IN ANY OF
THE FOLLOWING SITUATIONS:

In a shelter
&

In a motel or campground due to the lack of an alternative adequate accommodation
%
In a car, park, abandoned building, or bus or train station
L 4
Doubled up with other people due to loss of housing or economic hardship

Your school-age children may qualify for certain rights and protections under the
federal McKinney-Vento Act.

Your eligible children have the right to:
* Receive a free, appropriate public education.

» Enroll in school immediately, even if lacking documents normally required
for enroliment.

« Enroll in school and attend classes while the school gathers needed documents.

« Enroll in the local school; or continue attending their school of origin (the school
they attended when permanently housed or the school in which they were last
enrolied), if that is your preference and is feasible.

* If the school district believes that the school you select is not in the best
interest of your children, then the district must provide you with a written
explanation of its position and inform you of your right to appeal its decision.

* Receive transportation to and from the school of origin, if you request this.

* Receive educational services comparable to those provided to other students,
according to your children’s needs.

If you believe your children may be eligible, contact the local liaison to find out what services and
supports may be available. There also may be supports available for your preschool-age children.

h Local Liaison State Coordinator
Laura McNamara Susannah Wayland
el e (740) 335-1810 ext.2510 (614) 387-7725

Honeless Ecucation
at SERVE

| . Ifyou need further assistance with your children’s educational needs,
contact the National Center for Homeless Education:

1-80b-303-2145 » homeless@serve.org * www.serve.org/nche



IN
F

RMATION
SCHOOL-AGE YOUTH

IF YOU LIVE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING SITUATIONS:

In a shelter
<

In a motel or campground due to the lack of an alternative adequate accommodation
L2
In a car, park, abandoned building, or bus or train station
¢
Doubled up with other people due to loss of housing or economic hardship

You may qualify for certain rights and protections under the federal McKinney-Vento Act.

Eligible students have the right to:
= Receive a free, appropriate public education.

* Enroll in school immediately, even if lacking documents normally required
for enroflment.

* Enroll in school and attend classes while the school gathers needed documents.

* Enroll in the local school; or continue attending their school of origin (the school
they attended when permanently housed or the school in which they were last
enrolled), if that is their preference and is feasible.

* If the school district believes that the school selected is not in his/her best
interest, then the district must provide the student with a written explanation
of its position and inform the student of his/her right to appeal its decision.

* Receive transportation to and from the school of origin, if requested.

* Receive educational services comparabie to those provided to other students,
according to the students’ needs.

If you believe you may be eligible, contact the local linison to find out what services

and supports may be available.
Local Liaison State Coordinator
Laura McNamara Susannah Wayland
(740) 335-1810 ext.2510 | (614) 387-7725

|||' f: o.tact the National Center for Homeless Education:

v 01




McKINNEY-VENTO HOMELESS ASSISTANCE ACT
LEA ENROLLMENT RESPONSIBILITIES
and
ENROLLMENT DISPUTE RESOLUTION

The Ohio Department of Education is committed to facilitating the timely resolution of
disputes regarding the educational placement of homeless children and youth. The
process may address issues concerning: enrollment, transfer of records, transportation,
comparable services, guardianship, medical records, residency, school of origin/school of
choice issues along with any related homeless education concerns.

ENROLLMENT
Reference - McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C.8. § 11432(g)(3XA)-(C)

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act includes definitive language concerning
the enrollment of homeless children and youth including:

The local educational agency shall according to the youth’s best interest:
= Continue the child’s education in the school of origin for the duration of
homelessness-
» In any case in which a family becomes homeless between academic years or
during an academic year or
» For the remainder of the academic year, if the child or youth becomes
permanently housed during an academic year or
= Enroll the child or youth in any public school that non-homeless students who
live in the attendance area in which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to
attend.

In determining the best interest of the child or youth, the local educational agency

(LEA) shall:

* To the extent feasible, keep the homeless child or youth in the school of origin,
except when doing so is contrary to the wishes of the child’s or youth’s parent or
guardian.

* Provide a written explanation to the parent or guardian, including a statement
regarding the right to appeal if the local educational agency sends the child or youth
to a school other than the school of origin or a school requested by the parent or
guardian.

= Refer unaccompanied youth to the homeless liaison designated by the LEA to provide
assistance in placement and/or enrollment decisions. The views of the unaccompanied
youth will be considered and the youth will be notified of the right to appeal.



ENROLLMENT DISPUTE RESOLUTION

References
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C.S. § 11432(g)(3)(E)

U.S. Department of Education McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act Non-regulatory Guidance

(July 2004)(Pages 17-18)

GENERAL GUIDELINES -

Disputes should be resolved at the district level rather than the school level.

The dispute resolution process should be as informal and accessible as possible
allowing for impartial and complete review.

Parents, guardians and unaccompanied youth should be able to initiate the
resolution process directly at the school they choose, as well as at the district LEA
homeless liaison’s office.

Parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth should be informed that they can
provide written or oral documentation to support their views.

Students are to be provided with all services for which they are eligible while the
disputes are being resolved.

Written documentation should be complete, as brief as possible, simply stated and
provided in a language the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth can
understand.

RESOLUTION PROCESS —

Should a dispute arise over school sclection or enrollment in a school the
following procedure is to be followed:

The LEA shall provide the parent or guardian with a written explanation of the
school’s decision regarding school selection or enrollment.

The LEA shall inform the parent or guardian in writing of their right to appeal the
decision.

Should the dispute continue the LEA shall refer the parent or guardian to the local
LEA liaison who shall review the complaint and issue an opinion in writing to the
parent or guardian.

Should the dispute continue the LEA liaison shall assist the parties involved in
presenting the sitvation to the Ohio Department of Education homeless education
coordinator.

The state homeless education coordinator shall recommend a decision for
distribution to the parent, local superintendent and local educational agency
Liaison.

Should the dispute continue the final appeal is made to the State Superintendent
of Public Instruction for review and disposition.





